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SECOND VIOLIN PARTITA
(plus the Andante from the Second Violin Sonata)

by J. S. Bach

arranged for guitar by
Jeffry Hamilton Steele

According to the Harvard Dictionary of Music, Bach did not entitle this piece Partita but rather Partia —
the original partita form being a set of variations. Though it concludes with one of the greatest sets of
variations [though more properly termed “divisions”] ever composed — the Chaconne — the Partia oth-
erwise consists of the dance movements common to the Suite. Though most of Bach’s Suites are intro-
duced with a Prelude, this “Suite” — along with its 17th century predecessors as well as his own First
Violin Partita — begins with the Allemande. 

Like most players, I was drawn to this work by the mighty Chaconne. Though I arranged the Sarabande
and Gigue many years ago, the Allemande and Courante did not make known their guitaristic potential
until recently. The latter movement in particular called out for more than the simple bass line we guitarists
usually add to Bach’s solo violin and cello works — resulting in something more akin to the lower part of
a two-part invention. I also switched the meter from 3/4 to 9/8, as I doubt the alternating dotted and triplet
eighth rhythms of the original were interpreted literally. I have numbered the “divisions” of the Chaconne,
inserting a dotted barline where I sense the transition [not always a clear choice] from one to the next.
There are numerous foreshadowings of the Chaconne in the earlier movements, the most notable being in
the first measure of the Allemande — anticipating the closing bars of the Chaconne like bookends to a
life.

I suggest avoiding the use of a guitar with deep timbre — seeking instead a dry, bright instrument remi-
niscent of early plucked instruments.

Jeffry Hamilton Steele
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arranged for guitar by
JEFFRY HAMILTON STEELE

J. S. BACH

Andante
from the Second Violin Sonata
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